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THE GREAT CRIMINALITY OF SABBAT 


WITH REASONS AND 


SANCTIFICATION OF THE SABBATE 


[ Concluded } 


Let afew considerations be now 
submitted to the reader, as reasons 
why he should reform immeciate- 
ly, if he has profaned the Sabbath 
himself, or encouraged others to 
profane it. 

1, One very important object 
of keeping the Sabbath, under the 
present dispensation, is, to cele— 
brate the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead. In reference to 
the day, on which the crucified Sa- 
vior was to rise from the dead, the 
Psalmist saith, in prophetic vision, 

‘This is the day the Lord hath 
made, we will rejoice and be glad 
in it” 

If, then, ancient saints, looking 
forward to the Christian Sabbath, 
yesolved to rejoice and be glad in 
( because itis the Lord’s dav, the 
day that witnessed his release from 
the dead, what obligations are we 
under to celebrate that great event, 
seeing it is presented to us, at- 
tended and confirmed by the grow- 
ing evidence of almost eighteen 
hundred years ! 

Hlad not our Lord risen from 
the dead, his death were in vain, 
and worse thanin vain. Invain 


were ali the vast preparations of 
‘our thousand years, for the ad- 
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vent of Messiah, the desire of al! 
nations : his incarnation,his works 
of power and inercy, his anguish 
in the garden, his dying gieans, 
the convulsions of nature, were 
allin vain, unless he had risen 
from the tomb. . 

Yes, had the Redeemer’s soul 
been left in hell, and his body seen 
correption, the last gleam of hope 
had been banished from the world. 
The hope of Zion had expired 
with Jesusin the cold grave. But, 
blessed be God, our bope rests not 
upon a dead, but a living Savior. 
He burst the bars of death, rose 
triumphant over hell and the 
grave, and, by so doing, hath be=- 
gotten us again toa lively hope. 

Now, this is empAatically, the 
Lord’s day. The day which the 
Lord hath made, and made glori- 
ous to himself, and joyful to his 
people, as a kind memorial of that 
event, which tells them, that, 
though their Savior was aciuaily 
once dead, be is now alive, and, 
behold, he liveth forever. Abdol- 
ish the Sabbath, and this event 
is no -more commemorated 012 
earth. The languare of sabbath- 
breaking is, Let the Savior’s suf 
ferings and death, burial and res— 
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urrection, ascension and exalta- 
tion, be lostin everlasting obliv- 
ion. 

Let it be henceforth and forever 
forgotten, that Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, after dying on Calvary, 
and being laid in Joseph’s tomb, 
did, agreeably to his own predic- 
tion, actually rise on the third day, 
did often meet his disciples, open 
to them the scriptures concerning 
himself, hold sweet communion 
with them, and at the expiration 
of forty days, while blessing therm, 
did ascend to heaven. Let.this, 
all this,be forgotten on earth, saith 
the practice of every one who re- 
fuses to keep the Christian Sab- 
bath. O black ingratitude ! The 
resurrection of Jesus be forgot- 
ten! His love and sufferings, his 
death and resurrection, be com- 
memorated no more on earth! O 
crimsoned guilt! Shall redeemed 
sinners cease to sing, on the first 
day of the week, the delightful 
Songs 
This is the day the Lord hath made, 

He calls the hours his own, 

Let heaven rejoice, and earth be glad, 
And praise surround the throne ? 
Shall there be no more joy in hea- 
ven, no more gladness on earth, 
because the Lord is risen, and lives 
and reigns on his holy hill of 
Zion? Yes, saith the sabbath- 
breaker, let the hope of the church 
expire, the joy of heaven die, this 

divine song no more be sung. 

Is this the tendency, this the 
language, of a profanation of the 
Lord’s day ? Awake, then, all ye 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who know him, and the power of 
his resurrection, and the fellow- 
ship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death, a- 
wake, unite your efforts and labor, 
with holy zeal, to have the resur- 


rection of our common Lord pre- 
served, in grateful remembrance, 
in your own bosoms, in your fam. 
ilies and among your connections, 
by the sanctification of the Sab- 
vath. 

Shall not we, who profess to 
believe that if Christ be not risen, 
the gospel is vain, our faith is vain, 
and we are yetin our sins; but 
that Christ is actually risen from 
the dead, and become the first 
fruits of them that slept ; we, who 
prefess to be dead unto sin, risen 
with Christ, our life hidden with 
Christ in God; and to believe, 
that when Christ, who is our life, 
shall appear, we shall also appear 
with bim in glory ; shall not we 
be as determined and resolute to 
preserve the remembrance of our 
Lord’s resurrection, by keeping 
the sabbath, the appointed memo- 
rial of it, as the enemies of Christ 
are to keep out of mind that great 
event by neglecting the sabbath ? 

Shall not we be as persevering 
and zealous to perpetuate the 
Lord’s day, as the wicked are to 
erase from the annals of the world 
the remembrance of that great 
event? 

We cannot look with indiffer- 
ence upon the awful neglect with 
which the world treat the resure 
rection of oar Lord. How do they 
trample on the holy institution, 
which is the divinely appointed 
memorial of that event ? 

How doth it grieve our hearts, 
and dissolve our eyes in tears, 
that while the birth and death of 
some of our fellow-worms, the 


rise and fall of anation, are cele-.. 


brated with great expense, parade 
and zeal, the resurrection of the 
Lord of life and glory is passed 
over in silent contempt! ‘The 
holy ordinance which is designed 
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to commemorate that great event, 
is openly and most daringly pro- 
faned. 

Christians, disciples of a risen 
Savior, you will feel the impor- 
tance of using all your influence, 
to impress on the minds of men 
a sense of their obligations to cel- 
ebate the resurrection of Christ 
by keeping holy the first day of 
the week. 

Let sinners seriously reflect on 
this subject. Concerning you, 
there could have been no hope, 
had not the Savior come and died. 
Butafter coming and dying, had 
he not risen again, the condition 
ofthe whole world would have 
been entirely hopeless. 

But though the Lord has come 
and died, and risen again from 
the dead, his coming and dying 
and rising, will be to you altogeth- 
er in vain and worse than in vain, 
unless you keep with grateful 
affection that memorial by which 
it is to be announced to all gener- 
ations, Thatthe Lord is risen 
indeed. 

If you are not disposed to cele- 
brate that event with thanksgiving 
and praise, surely you know not 
the power of Christ’s resurrection 
nor the fellowship of his suffer= 
ings. Ifyou cannot be persuad- 
ed to keep the first day of the 
week in a holy and spiritual man- 
ner, in grateful remembrance of 
the Savior’s resurrection, you 
have evidently no love for his 
person, no regard to his authority, 
no part ner lot in his salvation. 

W hen his voice shall raise the 
dead, you will come forth, not to 
the resurrection of life, but tothe 
resurrection of damnation. 

2 Asa member of the commu- 
nity, 1f you have been in the prac- 
tice of employing the Sabbath to 
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do your worldly business, er per. 
form your journeys, or in visiting; 
or if you have spent the day in 
idleness; you, and others who 
have lived like you, are the pro- 
curing cause of the distressing 
judgments which God is bring- 
ing upon theland. God visits the 
land with war, and alarming sick- 
ness, and individual want and 
distress, on account of the prev- 
alence of the practice in which 
youlive. If there be not a ref- 
ormation in you, and in others, 
God will repeat his strokes, and 
send yet more severe judgments: 
For as he will be known by the 
judgments that he executeth, 
unless the distresses that we 
already experience produce a ref: 
ormation, he will find it necessa- 
rytolay his hand more heavily 
upon us, until we doreturn to 
him: for he-will in some way 
cause his authority to be respec- 
ted. 

3. Are you the head of a family 
and profane the Sabbath yourself, 
and allow those of your house- 
hold to prefane it, in what condi. 
tion will you leave your children ! 
It is a notorious fact, that in fami- 
lies where the Sabbath is profaned 
each succeeding generation be~ 
comes more confirmed in all 
habits of vice. In this we see 
that the Sabbath is that outward 
institution which God has set up 
for the support of religion. Will 
not your children come forward 
to public view with heathenish 
habits? and will not your child- 
ren’s children be confirmed hea— 
thens ? Besides, is there not dan= 
ger that your children whom you 
love, who are your hope and joy 
in their youthful days, will come 
to some infamous punishment ? 

For inthe confessions of those 


C3] 


unfortunate men who have ended 
their days under the hand of the 
executioner, we often and gener- 
ally fiad that a practical disregard 
of the Sabbath was the begin. 
ning of a course of wickedness 
with them, which ended in 
an infamous death Ifyou wish 
ihat your children may be a com- 
fort to youin your old age, and 
that they may be useful members 
of society. cause the Sabbath to 
be sanctified in your houses, so 
that the iniquity of the fathers be 
not, inthis respect, visited upon 
the children. 

It isa factthat God does, in 
his tighteous providence, mark 
out those femilics which profane 
his holy day, as objects of his 
displeasure. If children who are 
educated in such families, when 
they are early ied to trample that 
holy ordimance under foot, are 
net arrested by some awful 
judgment of heaven, or if they do 
not dic under the operation of 
civil justice, yet they grow up 
Without the salutary restraints of 
religion. ‘they become dissipa- 
ted in all their habits. This vice 
seems to bean Inlet to every 
other; and they become a source 
of sorrow to their friends, and of 
vexation to society, so that God 
does, as it were, set upon them 
the marks of reprobation. When 
children are early taught to keep 
the Sabbath from polluting it, this 
serves to restrain them in other 
respects. LDeing taught to keep 
the Sabbath as an ordinance of 
God, they will be the more likely 
to. reverence his word, und feel 
their obligations to liveas his 
word directs ‘Can you who are 
parents endure the thought that 
your children should throw off all 
the restraints of religon, that they 
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should resist the authority oj 
God, and give themselves up to 
all kinds of vice, andbe a_ curse 
instead of a blessing in the world, 
and at lastbe numbered among 
God’s enemies, and Jie Cown in 
everlasiing sorrow? Especially 
can you who are heads of tamilies 
endure the thought, that your 
children should inherit such a 
dreadful portion through your 
means, that you should In any 
way be Instrumental in procuring 
their reprobation and ruin? 

But ilthey perceive by you: 
conduct that you do not regard 
the Sabbath day, they will feel in 
some measure justified in profa- 
ning it IJItis the natural inclina- 
tion of the human heart to break 
through restraints. Young per- 
sons feel the Sabbath to be a 
restraint upon their inclinations, 
which they will be naturally prone 
to resist; and if they can be 
countenanced in this by your 
exam ple, they will transgress the 
divine law, respecting the Sabvath 
without fear ; and in this way 
they will learn to depise God’s 
authority, and break through all 
the restraints Which he has tmpo- 
sed upon the corrupt propensities 
of the heart. What will be the 
consequence? God will not hold 
them cuiltiess. He will call them 
to accourt, and deal with them as 
those who defy his authority. He 
will undertake to vindicate his 
despised authority ; and he will 
do itin their condemnation and 
punishment You will see thar 
your example, and the contemp,; 
with which you have treated di- 
vine institutions, have been in 


some respects, tle occasion of 


involving them in everlasune 
ruin. ‘Premendous constderation ! 
overwhelming thought! It is so 














heart rending, thatifthose who 
allow the day ofthe Lord to be 
profaned by those under their 
care could realize and bring it 
home to their feelings, they 
wauld immediately set uboui the 
wotk of:eformation in their fam- 
ilies) They would allow of no 
delay, lest God should call them 
or their children away before his 
dread tribunal, before they have 
had opportunity to repent, and 
turn unto him, and honor his 
institutions. They would imme- 
diately use that authority which 
Goi has committed to them, to 


constrain their children and do- 
mestics nottobring down the 


wrath of God upon them by pol. 
luting his holy things. 

Ye who are heads of families, 
be alarmed, lest some secret curse 
of heaven blast ali your domestic 
comforts. There is reason for 
such alarm, because acurse is 
entailed on those families. which 
despise the authority of God. 
Let parents also remember, that 
justso fur as they have allowed 
their children to profane the Sab- 
bath, by walking through the 
ficlds, or visiting from house to 
house, by going about wordly 
business or pleasure, in the same 
degree ‘they have contributed to 
call down the judgments of God 
upon the ration. For God has 
risen upto make himself known 
and cause his insthutions to be 
respected, by executing judg. 
ment. And unquestionably sab- 
bath breakers have contributed a 
large share, in bringing upon the 
nation those distresses which we 
experience. 

FinaLLy, vou must appear be: 
fore the judgment seat of Christ: 
Every one of us must give an ac” 
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count of himself to God. On that 
momentous day, God will require 
you to give an account how you 
have treated his holy ordinances. 
This will be a very important 
branch of the account which you 
must give. You will have a differ- 
ent account to render from those 
heathen who have not been made 
acquainted with God’s revealed 
will. God will not inquire of 
them how they have treated his 
word and Sabbaths, because his 
word has not been sent tothem, & 
his Sabbaths have not been instt- 
tuted among them. But if you, 
in achristian country, where the 
ordinances of Christ’s kingdom 
are set up, despise and profane 
these ordinances, What can you do 
when God rises up to call yeu to 
account, and when he visiteth, 
what can you arswer him! Can 
thine heart éndure, or can thine 
hands be strong, in the day when 
God shall deal with you for des- 
pising those holy things which 
are precious in his eyes, and of 
which he has-put a peculiar hon- 
or? We have ebundant assurance 
that those who live where the or- 
dinances of God’s kingdom are 
set up, and abuse these ordinances, 
will be more awfully confounded 
at the day of judgment, and they 
will experience a more intolerable 
pubishment in the world which is 
to come, than the worst of the 
heaihen. Ii you have any regard 
for the common safety, any desire 
that the judgments of God may 
be removed from this naticn, or if 
you regard the welfare of your 
children, and the approbation of 
God at the judgment,and his favor 
through an endless eternity, see 
that you remember the Sabbath day 
[o keen it he ty, 
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BOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


THE BIBLE. 

Respectinc his word, God 
makes the following declaration 
by his prophet Jsalah ;* “ As the 
rain cometh down and the snow 
from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give seed to the sow- 
er, and bread to the eater; so shall 
my word be, that gocth forth out 
ofmy mouth: jt shall not return 
unto me void ; but it sha]l accom- 


‘plish that, which I please, and it 


shall prosper in the thing, where- 
to I sent it.” This declaration af- 
fords the greatest encouragement 
to the preachers of the Gospel, to 
be instant in season and out of sca- 
son, in fulfilling their ministry 3 
and to private Christians, to be en- 
gaged iu distriouting the Bible a- 
mong those, who are destitute of 
it, and in making known its truths, 
asthey haveopporiunity. Where- 
ever the word of God is planted, 
or whereever its doctrines and 
precepts are faithfully exhibited, 
we have reason to hope, that good 
will be done. Itisan incorrupiti- 
dle seed which liveth and abideth 


Jorever. Its efficacy is attested 


by the Savior. “ Sanctify them, 
said he, thro thy truth ; thy word 
is truth.”¢ And Paul declares of 
it; “Lamnot ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ; for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth ; to the 
Jew first and also to the Greck.’’t 
That great apostle was able to 
make this declaration, from the a- 
bundant knowledge he had acqui- 
red on the subject, by his ewn ex- 


* Ch. lv, 10 and 11. 
+ John xvii, 17, 
t Rom, a 16. 
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perience and observation ; and it 
has been amply confirmed by the 
experience and observation of 
thousands in every age, from that 
day to the present. The Bible is 
the grand instrument ofconversion 
and salvation to mankind. Itis 
the sword of the Spirit, by which 
that divine agent subdues the 
hearts of sinners, and brings them 
into captivity to Christ. Andit 
is believed, that in every nation, 
where the Holy Scriptures have 
been open to general inspection, 
er where the truths they contain 
have been clearly dispensed, some 
saving effect has been produced. 

The present is the age of benev- 
olent exertion. In almost every 
part of Protestant christendom,and 
in some Popish countries, socie- 
ties have been formed for distrib- 
uting the pure word of God among 
the destitute. These societies are 
now in vigorous operation. Al- 
ready have they put the Bible into 
the hands of tens and hundreds of 
thousands at home, who were too 
poor to purchase one. Already 
have they procured its translation 
into numerous and widely spoken 
heathen languages. Already, by 
their means, can the debased 
Turk, the roving Tartar, the su- 
perstitious Hindoo, and the bigot- 
ed Chinese, read in their own 
tongues the wonderful works of 
God. And if the tide of Christian 
liberality should continue to flow 
and to increase, as it has for ten 
years past, the period is not far 
distant, when the same blessing 
will be enjoyed by every nation 
under heaven. 

Now the benefit to be expected 
from this extensive dissemination 
of the Bible, evidently depends 
upon the truth of the positions, 
stated above ;~—that the Gospel is 





the power of God unto salvation, 
dnd that where it is enjoyed in its 
purity, there is ground for hope, 
that it will be rendered effectual. 
The Bible itself, no doubt, suffi- 
ciently confirms these positions. 
Bot it is, nevertheless, pleasing to 
sce them exemplified by facts. 
And I know of no period, to which 
Wwe can so properly refer for this 
purpose, as that of the Reforma- 
tion in the former part of the six- 
teenth century. 

The caise of the Reformation 
was the cause of the Bible. The 
contest of Luther and Zuinglius 
With the Pope of Ronte, was a 
contest of the pure word of God 
against human traditions and cor- 
rupt glosses,—against wicked mu- 
tilations and authoritative con- 
structions. It was by a manjfesia- 
tion of the truth, that these illus- 
trious preachers recommended 
themselves to every man’s con- 
séience in the sight of God,* and 
were instrumental of such a great 
and salutary change in the rell- 
gious stateofEurepe Thischange 
Was not achange of opinions mere 
ly, but, extensively, of the mor- 
al character also ; it was a conver- 
sion of the heart from sin to holi- 
ness, and from the power of satan 
unto God. As soon as the sword 
of the Spirit was unsheathed by 
these holy Warriors, it Degan its 
conquests ; and it speedily sub- 
dued a great mulutude of souls 
under the easy yoke of the Gospel. 

Until the Reformation, as is 
well known, the word of God wes 
locked up from the mass of the 
people in a dead language. They 
could not, therefore, acquire a 
knowledzeof the truth by reading. 
For all their information, on reli- 
gious subjects, they depended 


* 2 Cor. iv, 2. 
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3$ 
upon lazy, corrupt, and ignorant 
ecclesiasticks, wlose interest it 
was to deceive and depress them. 
Of a great part of the Scriptures 
they were not allowed to have any 
knowledge ; and upon that, which 
was communicated to them, they 
were prohibited the exercise of 
theirown judgment. ‘The decisive 
construction of the church was 
announced to them ; and to her 
authority they must submit, or 
incur ail the pains and penalties 
of heresy. 

These shackles the reformers 
indignantly threw off. They dared 
to aet the part of rational and ac- 
countable creatures, and, in their 
discourses and writings,to declare 
all the counsel of God. And the 
right to do this we may consider 
asthe chicf privilege, for which 
they contended, at their first 
breaking with ‘the church of 
Rome. A few extracts from the 
writings of Martin Luther in Mil- 
ner’s Ecclesiastical History, and 
fromthe Life of Ulric Zuinglius 
by M. Hess, as quoted in the 
Christian Observer, for March. 
1812, will place the truth of these 
remarks beyond a doubt. 

Luther, in his celebrated letter 
to Leo X. in 1520, declared, that 
“ his sole object, his sole contention, 
related (o the DIVINE wonpb. Ev- 
ery thing else he was ready to 
give up to any person; but he 
could never give up his right to 
sei forth the WorD OF TRUTH®’’ 
He added, that “ no person must 
desire him to recent, unless he 
intended to increase the dissen- 
sions. He further distinctly sta— 
ted, that he could not permit any 
rules to be prescribed to him for 
the interpretation cf the word of 
God: ‘yHE WORD OF GOD OUGHT 
NOT TOBE FETTERED. If these 
two points were granted,there was 
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40 The 
nothing, that he would not most 
willinglyeither do or suffer.” In 
one of the tracts, which he wrote 
in defence of certain articles, 
which Leo had condemned, he 
said ; “* The sacred writings are 
not to be understood, but by that 
Spirit, with which they were 
Written....Setting aside an implic- 
it dependance on all buman wri- 
tings, let us strenuously adhere to 
the scrifitures alone. ihe primi- 
tive church acted thus....7he 
scrifiture is tts own interfreter, 
trying, judging, and illustrating 
all things.” When called before 
the diet of the German princes at 
Worms,with the emperor Charles 
V.attheir head, and required to 
say, simply and clearly, whether 
ire wou!d or would not retract his 
Opinions, the YJntrepid reformer 
instantly repliedge I cannot think 
myself bound to believe either the 
pope or his councils ; for it is very 
clear, not only that they have of 
ten erred, but often contradicted 
themselvés. ‘Therefore, unless I 
am convinced by scripture or clear 
reasons, my belief is so confirmed 
by the scriptural passages I have 
produced, and my conscience is 
so determined to abide by the 
word of God, that I neither can 
nor will retract any thing.” And 
in answer to a question, proposed 
by the archbishop of Treves. he 
said; “ Rather than give up the 
word of God, when the case is 
qifite clear, | wounp LosE My 
zirk.” Such was the spirit of 
Martin Luther; such the cause of 
the Reformation in Germany 

Let us now pass to the Swiss 
reformer.—Of him a writer in the 
Christian Observer says;  Zu- 
inglius found that book, w hich the 
Lamb died to unseal, a sealed 
volume tothe bulk of his coun- 
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trymen. His first step in reform 
Was to open and display it to the 
World. Forthe canonical lessons, 
he substituted the who'e wo d of 
God. Instead of the partial se- 
lections, or measured comments, 
of the church of Rome, he bestow. 
ed on them the whole legacy of 
Christ to his creatures.” ‘I he cor. 
rectness of this account will appear 
very abvious from the following 
extracts from hisbiographer. “He 


took every opportunity of repeat— 


ing to his audience,that in matters 
of fuith, we ought to refer ours 
selves to the word of Ged contain- 
ed in the scriptures; to regard, as 
superfluous, ail that wasaanknown, 
aiid as false, all that was contrary, 
tothem” Zuinglius himself has 
told us what was the course of his 


public instructions at Zurich., 


* On my arrival at Zurich, [ be- 
gan to explain the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. Matthew. I added an 
exposition of the Acts, to shew 
my audience in what manner the 
Gospel had been diffused. I then 
went on to the First Epistle, of 
Pal to Timothy, which mav be 
said to contain the rule of life of a 

true Christian. Perceiving that 
falseteachers had introduced some 
errors With respectto the doctrine 
of faith, I interpreted the Episile 
tothe Galatians. ‘this I follow. 
ed by an explanation of the two 
Epistles of St. Peter, to prove to 
the detractors of St. Paul, that the 
same spirit had animated both 
these apostles. I came, at length, 
to the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which makes known, in its full 
extent, the benefits of the mission 
of Jesus Christ.” I will only add, 


that in 1523, when Zuinglius was 
preparing for a public conference 
at which he would defend his op- 
inions, the two first articles, which 
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he proposed for discussion, were 
these : “It isam error to assert 
that the Gospel is nuthing without 
the approbation of the church. It 
is alsoan error to esteem other 
instructions equally with those 
contained in the Gospel.” 

We learn from the foregoing 
statement in what estimation the 
pure word of God was held by the 
fathers of protestantism. And 
from the success which attended 
their ministerial labors, we may 
learn its efficacy. Let us, then, 
appreciate it ourselves. Let us 
bless God that he has put it into 
our hands. Let us rejoice at theex. 
ertions, which are made to diffuse 
it, and pray, that it may have free 
course ana be glorified throughout 
the whole earth. GAIUS. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


Essays on Truth and Error. 


Mr: Enprror, 

Your proposals inform us that 
a portion of your pages isto be 
devoted to “ Essays, explaining 
and enforcing the doctrines and 
duties of Christianity.” It is 
hoped this object will receive par- 
ticular attention; for “‘ it is not 
good, that the soul be without 
knowledge.” Your Magazine will 
probably be read by many persons 
who have not the means of stated 
religious instruction; by some, 
who have unhappily imbibed er- 
roneous opinions, and yet are dis- 
posed candidly to investigate 
them ; by many, who are waver. 
ing and unestablished, whom you 
may be a means of confirming ; 
and by many, who already know 
and love the truth, and who will 
be pleased and edifted by pursuing 


still farther the delightful research 
of it. B 
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In addition to this, it must not 
be concealed that this is an age of 
the world, in which satan is mak- 
ing peculiarly subtle and humerous 
attacks on the truth, and attempt- 
ing to sweep aWay the foundations 
of the righteous by an overwhelm- 
ing flood of falsehoods, He has 
always been the enemy of Christ 
and his church, ever since that 
church was established on earth, 
and has been trying all the hellish 
arts he could command to subvert 
the truth on which it is built, and 
by which it is edified. But in dif- 
ferent ages of the church he has 
varied his methods of attack accor- 
ding to circumstances, and as he 
improved, by practice, in wicked 
wisdom. 

It would detain me too long 
from my present purpose, if I were 
to show these varied machinations; 
and how the Lord has lifted up a 
standard against him, and carried 
the counsel of the froward head~ 
long. I have sometimes divided: 
the history of the adversary’s op— 
pesition to [Immanuel and his peo- 
ple into different periods ; periods 
of idolatry, of persecution, of here— 
sy, of worldly grandeur in the 
church, of ignorance and stufterstioa 
tion, and of infidelity It would 
appear that the period last men- 
tioned is now closing, and that 
another is opening upon us, in 
which satan comes with still great- 


er subtilty and decetveablencss of 


unrighteousness than ever, since 
time began. The present is the 
age of delusion. 

By making these distinctions, I 
would not be understood to assert 


that the limits of each period can > 


be accurately defined, or that sa- 
tan has confined himself in any 
one age solely to one method 
of assault, He has been at ai! 


a 
ag 


: 2 oa Fees Be “a Saeed 
— omnia te an SS ec a a came 
os Reet aa Fe wk ee Reg ee ee en ie, ane =F ¥ * 
oa sa Mh TS 2 . pee mas # = > eh ee 
RS ¥ ~~. Dot eee chert 23 
ae . ea nn at a EA GP Ft ah 
FSR ee ae ee . 


eo. i sg 
« eee ae 
re Seo 


eee 
i ao 
a 


ore 
ant: oo eS. 
FEE: gs = TR a 


aes 
, ’ 
jing eno Sha ee ze 
pe ae re aoe 


— 7 3 3 
hoes ving 
ees ae 
= 


eee 


a 
ee 
+. 
= 


ne 
hae 3 


Sa es - 



























ABS ag oars 
ag «rtm * 
ee 
es 4 
Lee 


Pe 
be 


eign 
a Se 
esata’ 


PPI NS 
Ft 
a rete 


by ee 


ete i omen 
SS a0 
ayer 3A “A 


3 face eg a: 

Vip at Pee GER ae <" as = an 
Sore pee eee a f a * oer ree Cin Se. 
p knee ‘te —“ re re es 

> * =? ‘ ES ~ 


ya 


aed 


Ge 2 eae REP nt seman 


- 
= er 


ho 
Bit 


5) - 
o 

a es. < 

ae 

Fhe N= 





Sel, inane goo Se ll 
2 ee ee cemetes | oe 





42 On Truth and Error. 


times a roaring lion; he is an o/d 
serpent, which deceiveth the 
whole world ; and has been a liar 
and merderer from the deginning. 
But, in each period he seems to 
have used some peculiar weapon 
as his frincifial one, which was 
afte: wards laid aside that he might 
adopt another; and to have pur- 
sued some general course, which, 
when found to fail, was abandoned. 
Nor would we say that he now 
confines himself to the use of de- 
lusive doctrines ; though we think 
these the characteristic of the age. 
He still holds the heathen world 
enslaved to idols, or the worship 
of devils. He still breathes out 
open and direct threatening and 
slaughter against the followers of 
the Lamb | He still distracts the 
church with heresies, or avowed 
denials of the great doctrines of 
the bible. He still clothes the 
world in false charms to allure the 
people of God from His service. 
He yet takes advantage of dark 
corners of the holy city, and the 
situation ef ignorant benighted 
souls, tO propagate superstition 
and enthusiasm. He is yet, in 
some places, endeavoring to rally 
the defeated hosts of infidelity. 
But he is making his greatest and 
most peculiar exertions to corrupt 
the church, and delude the world 
with false religions, firofessedly 
grounded on the acknowledged 
scrifitures of truth. 

After the Spirit of God by the 
Reformers had restored the bible 
to the world, and the light of sci- 
ence had revived, satan persuaded 
men to deny that the scriptures 
were from God, and brought into 
his service the pride of science 
and of human reason. Then ap- 
peared the common infirmity of 
human nature, to run from one 





extreme toits opposite. Men had 
been enslaved, and had implicitly 
submitted to the dogmas of wick- 
ed men. They now saw their 
folly ; and, in their independence, 
shook off the authority of the 
righteous God Instead of be- 
lieving every thing, it became the 
rage (to believe nothing. Learned 
men, wise in their own conceit, 
but not having learned of God, 
denied his word, and recurred to 
the principles of natural religion ; 
or rather abandoning the princi- 
ples of all religion, and again dem- 
onstrated that the world, by its 
wisdom. knows not God. 

But the Lord appeared for his 
Zion, and his truth. Men, in 
whose hearts the Lord had put 
wisdom and understanding, were 
excited to write in defence of rev- 
elation, and to epen their mouths 
for God. Lhe evidences of the 
divine original and authority of 
the scriptures were established 
more clearly than ever, and objec- 
tions and difficulties were remov- 
ed. The cause of infidelity grad- 
ually declined, and is now most 
desperate in the open field of fair 
argument and correct reasoning. 
Even the shafts of profane wit and 
ridicule, with which God’s ene- 
mies attacked the armies of Israel, 
have only recoiled and wounded 
the assailants, and thus subserved 
the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness. Though many have follow- 
ed their pernicious ways, and per- 
ished in their own corrupton; 
though some of these devoted ser- 
vants of satan yet live, to attempt 
the poison and destruction of 
youth, to repeat sophistical argu- 
ments an hundred times refuted, 
and laugh, jeer, and blaspheme, 


where they cannot reason; yet 


infidel principles have received a 
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surprising cheek, and the truth as 
it is in Jesus is remarkably trium- 
pbant. The word of God endures 
the ordeal, and comes forth ‘as 
goid seven times purified It 
lives, the acknowledged word of 
the Most High. It is the power 
oi God to the salvation of many 
from whom satan would have 
taken away the key of knowledge 
It is diffusing its beams of light 
and life amidst the darkness of 
pagan lands. It runs, has free 
eourse, and is glorified. And, as 
of the natural luminaries of heav- 
en, it will soon be said of the 
scriptures, there is no speech nor 
language where their voice is not 
heard. 

And now the adversary is saying 
to himself, “ Well, if men wil 
have their bible, de¢ them; I will 
frervert it. Let them hold fast 
the scriptures ; I will wrest them 
to their destruction. I wil’ not 
say a word against their favorite 
book ; but it shall speak lies to 
them. They may read; but shall 
put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness. They may embrace 
religion ; but while thev imagine 
it is heavenly, it shall lead them to 
hell.” All the legions of the pow- 
ers of darkness assent to the plan, 
and unite in the cause all the subt- 
ilty and malice of the world of 
despair. This scheme they are 
now pursuing ; and though but 
few years comparatively have 
been employed in it, they have 
made surprising progress. Al- 
ready do numerous and various 
delusions rise and swell like an 
everflowing flood, and threaten to 
sweep away, if it were possible, 
the foundations of the elect temple 
of the living God. But blessed 
be He who knoweth them that are 
his, the foundation of God stand- 
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eth sure. Satan knows his time 
is short, and is putting in motion 
every engine within his power. 
The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise. His eye watches 
every movement of the enemy, 
and His arm is already made bare 
to withstand him. And though 
the aspect of these things is dread- 
ful, we have cause to adore the 
depths of infinite wisdom and love, 
that this prevalence of error is one 
among many signs of the coming 
of the Son of man to vindicate his 
truth, and render it finally and 
universally victorious. ‘These are 
the dast times before the Millenial 
day. ‘* Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter times, 
some shall depart from the fuzith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of devils, speaking 
lies in hypocrisy.” And there 
are evident signs that the Lord is 
on his way according to the 
prophecy. While many stumble 
and fall, others begin to fear, lest 
they should build upon the sand. 
Men begin to value the bible. 
While the deceiver is exerting 
himself to darken counsel by 
words without knowledge, and 
thus pervert the word of life, God 
is near to glorify it. In many in- 
stances he attends it with his sav- 
ing power, and :aises up living 
witnesses to his truth. Satan is 
defeated by means of the same 
word which he is laboring to cor- 
rupt, It is the best means of ex- 
posing his devices ; for the light 
makes manifest the hidden things 
of dishonesty. Not only is the 
bible confirmed with greater evi- 
dence than ever before ; but its 
sacred contents were never so well 
understood, illustrated, and defen- 
ded, except when the Light of the 
world was on earth, or when holy. 
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men’ spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost Even while 
the enemy was but commencing 
this course, Jehovah prepared a 
remedy. ‘The pens of Edwards, 
Hopkins, Brainerd and Bellemy 
were drawn in defence of the truth 
asitisin Jesus. And never were 
uninspired men directed to record 
truths more important to the vital 
interests of christianity. They, 
with discriminating judgment, un- 
folded the essence of virtue or 
Godliness ; they delineated the 
nature of true religion; they 
pointed out the origin, the nature, 
and the object, of all really, relig— 
ious affections ; they distinguished 
the renewing operations of the 
Spirit from all the illusions of fan- 
cy; from all the.excitements of the 
native passions, and from all the 
suggestions of the father of lies, 
And if human infirmity was min- 
gied with their work, it was per- 
snitted that we might be led to a 
more implicit reliance on the sac- 
red scriptures. This light en- 
creases: at least, it is diffused ; 
and the doctrines of grace become 
daily a subject of more serious in- 
quiry. Men of knowledge and 
experience illustrate and defend 
them, remove difficulties, and ob- 
viate objections. . The Lord gives 
testimony tothe word of his grace, 
making it fruitful in the conver- 
sion of souls, and the production 
of good works: While he pours 
contempt upon falsehood, by suf- 
fering it to appear in its native 
deformity, and bring forth fruit 
unto death. The danger is great ; 
but it is to be obviated by the in- 
terference of the God of truth, by 
means of his servants and his 
word. Now are the ministers of 
Christ called upon to teach his 
word faithfully, clearly, pungent 


ly, and incessantly. And, thanks 
to his grace, many are obeying 
the call. 

In this glorious work of con- 
firming the truth and refuting er- 
ror, let the Christian Monitor 
arise tothe help of the Lord and 
his truth. Let its conductors be 
always found, and assiduously em- 
ployed on the Lord’s side. In this 
work, sir, with your aprrobation, 
the correspondent who now ad- 
dresses you, would devote his fee- 
ble talents and strength, and a 
portion of his time, to the service 
of God m the gospel of his Son. 
He proposes tosend you a short 
series of “ EHsseys on Truth and 
Error,” to which these remarks 
are introductory. 


No. I. 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 


TRUTII, AND THE DANGER OF 
ERROR. 


“% Buy the Truth, and sell it not.” 


TrutTu is any declaration which 
corresponds with matter of fact, 
or which represents any thing as 
it really is. There are a multitude 
of facts proper to be known con- 
cerning this present world ; and 
the investigation of truth in gen- 
eral is a useful and pleasing em- 
ployment. In this discussion 
however it is proper that we con- 
fine our attention principally to 
truths relating to God,ourselves as 
his accountable creatures, the way 
of life, and the events of eternity. 
The revelation the Holy Spirit 
has made to us on these subjects 
is that truth of truths, which it is 
infinitely important to knew.— 
"l his truth is life eternal; mistake 
or ignorance here is death and 
despair, To excite or enliven in 
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your mind, reader, the love of this 
truth, a trembling fear of mistak- 
ing it, and an ardent desire to 
know it by happy experience, is 
my present object. 

Satan’s kingdom is built on 
falsehood ; he carries on his pur- 
poses by deception. One of his 
lies, by which he makes way for 
the belief of many others, is this, 
“that error is a harmless thing, 
and truth is not very important.” 
I tremble for the safety of multi- 
tudes of souls, when I learn to 
what an alarming extent this lic is 
believed among men. It is com- 
mon io hear men say, “it is no 
matter what a man ded#eves, if he 
is only sincere ; as a man think- 
eth in his heart, so is he ; we shall 
be judged for our ecréons and lives, 
and not Jor our oftinions ; how do 
we know that we are right, and 
that others who differ from us are 
wrong ? there are some good a- 
mong all denominations ; we do 
not all ¢Aink alike, amy more than 
we look alike ; 


For modes of faith let graceless zeal- 
ots fight, 

His can’t be wreng, whose life is in 

; the right.” 


These and many other current 
phrases are dally used to excuse 
and justify the most daring per- 
version, and dangerous unbelief of 
God’s sacred truth. The senti- 
tment is evidently false, if there be 
any such thing as truth in the uni- 
verse. For if error is harmless, 
and truth is unimportant, then 
they are both . alike; in other 
words there ts neither truth nor 
error. There are assertions and 
sentiments, . embraced among 
men, on the most interesting sub. 
jects, which are perfectly opposite 
or contradictory. If one be true 
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therefore, the other is false. But 
if neither of them is false, if both 
may be correct, ‘then neither of 
them is true ; both are uncertain, 
and :}together unimportant. Thus 
the principle in question excludes 
all truth from the world. Is it not 
a dangerous principle ? May we 
not be indulged in feeling and ex- 
pressing an anxious wish that our 
fcllow-men may see its danger, 
and abandon a ground so unstable? 
In opposition to the sentiment 
we huve mentioned, we venture to 
assert, and shall attempt to prove, 
that the truth is important, and 
that the belief of error, (against 
light,) is both dangerous and wicke 
ed, 
J. The scriptures refiresent truth 
as excellent and valuable, and cau: 
tion us against perverting or neg- 
lecting it. And it is proper to 
appeal to the scriptures in this 
argument, for the sentiment we 
oppose is embraced by many who 
still admit the scriptures as the 
word of God. Job (chap. 28,) 
names many of those things which 
are accounted most valuable a. 
mong men, and prefers wisdom to 


them all, and says “ man knoweth , 


not the price thereof; for the 
price of wisdom is above rubies.” 
The wisest of men, who had tried 
the pleasures & possessions of this 
world in their perfection, and who 
wrote under the influence of the 
Spirit of truth, says, (Prov. 3,) 
“happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom: she is more precious 
than rubies, and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be 
compared unto her She is atrec 
of life to them that lay hold upon 
her, and happy is every one that 
retaineth her.” Chap. 4 “ Take 
fast hold of instruction ; let ber 
not go; keep her; for she is thy 
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life.’ Chap 8. Wisdom is in- 
troduced as speaking, and com- 
mending herself to men, saying, 
“ whoso findeth me fiudeth life, 
and shall obtain favor of the Lord 
But he that sinneth against me 
wrongeth his own soul; all they 
that hate me love death.” Says 
the Psalmist, “I will praise Thee, 
O Lord, among the people,—for 
chy mercy is great unto the heav. 
ens, and thy truth unto the 
clouds. I will also praise Thee 
with the psaltery, even thy ¢ruth, 
O my God.” 
2. In all other cases truth is very 
properiy considered important, 
and falseliood dangerous ; there- 
fore it is so in the most interesting 
of all concerns. Every man 
knows that the interest of individ- 
uals and the welfare of the com- 
munity are promoted by a knowl- 
edge of the truth and a scrupulous 
regard to it in the common busi- 
ness and intercourse of life ; and 
that innocence suffers and wick- 
edness prospers in proportion as 
falsehood is practised and obtains 
belief. All men unite in condemn- 
ing one who speaks or regards 
truth or falsehood indifferently ; 
and he whocredulously gives heed 
to every thing without examina- 
tion is esteemed neither wise nor 
safe. Let us examine the com- 
mon principle of liberality whea 
applied to present scenes. A man 
is asleep ina burning house: you 
kindly awake him, and apprize 
him of his danger ; he coolly re. 
plies, “it may be so, but it is of 
no consequence, it may not prove 
so.” But his indifference makes 
no alteration ; it does not stop the 
flames ; he sinks in them, and is 
lost. Your neighbor owes you a 
sum of money ; you call for it, 
and insist he has not paid it—he 


denies the debt, or pretends he 
has discharged it. Will you ad- 
mit that his assertions are proba- 
bly as correct as your own, and 
that it is of nd consequence to as- 
certain the truth? Insurgents 
against an earthly government are 
officially informed that they shall 
be pardoned on application, if they 
acknowledge their guilt, renew 
their oath of allegiance, or per— 
form certain prescribed condi-- 
tions. ‘They apply for pardon, 
but perform no conditions. 1! hey 
insist that it is of no consequence 
whether the report that govern- 
ment required the performance of 
condi'ions, be true or false. But 
they are taken and suffer the due 
reward of their deeds. No man 
rests satisfied, if his title to a large 
estate which he has purchased is 
insecure ; Ae can conceive the dif- 
ference between truih and false 
hood. How is it possible we 
should abandon this principle, and 
be so indifferent to both, as soon 
as we think of our souls, eternity 
and God? Ought we not to be 
unspeakably more anxious in this 
case than in all others ? 

3. God hath sfioken to us in his 
word, it is a revelation of his will, 
and on this account must be im. 
portani ; it cannot be innocently 
slighted. Men do not attach im* 
portance to the prattlings of chil- 
dren, the empty words of a fool; 
nor the furious ravings of a mad 
man. They reject the reports of 
a known liar, and are cautious of 
crediting those ofa stranger. But 
when a man of approved veracity 
and integrity speaks on concerns 
of moment, with solemn assuran- 
ces of truth, it would be foolish 
and disrespectful to disbelieve. 
Unto him men give ear, and wait, 
and keep silence at his counsel ; 





alter his words they speak not 
again. Now Gop hath spoken ; 
and yet men say his words are 
vain ; itis of little corsequence 
whether we believe them You 
may know the pain of finding 
your words doubted by your fel- 
lew men. Let none of us offer 
such an indignity to the King of 
heaven. It is presumptuous, ir- 
reverent, and ungrateful conduct, 
God cannot lie ; He will not tri- 
fle ; He must know all things; 
He hasconfirmed his word with 
an oath; and yet some say, it is 
no matter what we believe! In 
plain terms, no matter whether 
We set toour seal that God is 
true, or make Him aliar! O let 
us search the scriptures witha 
holy trembling to learn what the 
Lord our God has said; and 
when we know, let us receive it 
Without gainsaying or resisting, 

4 Vhe truthis like Ged ; or it 
is a revelation of his perfections 
and will ; therefore to receive it 
is to receive Him, and to turn a- 
side to fables is to reject Him: 
how important is the one; how 
wicked and dangerous the other 
God’s law is like his own nature, 
holy, just, and good Truth or 
faithfulness is very often mention- 
ed among his glorious attributes, 
which he has made known to 
men, and which demands and 
receives the repeated admiration 
and praise of his friends, ‘“ The 
Lord, the Lord God,—abundant in 
gecdness and truth; a God of 
truth, just andrightis He. I will 
praise thy name, for thy loving 
kindness, and for thy ¢ruth.” The 
gospel is every way worthy of 
God; itis a message of love, and 
* God is love.” The truth is like 


Christ, “God manifest in the 
flesh ; the faithful and true Wit- 
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ness ; the Way, the Zruth, and 
the Life.” The whole revelation 
is aray from the eternal Source of 
light. Itis buta reflection of the 
Divine glory. Whoever there- 
fore rejects the truth, and will not 
come to the light because he hates 
it, hates and refuses both Christ 
and his Father. Is it of no impor- 
tance whether we are for the 
Savior or against him? Can he be 
innocent or safe who rejects the 
counsel of God, and thereby says 
unto God, depart from me, I de- 
sire not the knowledge of thy 
ways? 

5. The truth is interesting, and 
error is dangerous, because 7 ?¢s 
only by the truth that men are 
saved, and to r-ject the truth ts the 
way to destruction. The ransom- 
ed of the Lod are chosen to salva- 
tion through safictification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth Men 


are born again, not of corrupting .__ 


or corruptible seed, but of incor 
ruptible, dy the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth forever. 
Christ prays to the Father for the 
elect, sanctify them through tii 
truth, thy werd is truth. And 
says to the preachers of the gos- 
pel, 4e that believeth shall be saved. 
Christ loved the church, and gave 
himself for it, that he might sanc- 
tify and cleanse it with the wash- 
ing of water, dy the word. ‘This 
seems to be the only immediate 
instrument of conversioa and sal- 
vation. Ministers, ordinances 
anc providences make known and 
apply the word; but it is dy 
manifestation of the truth, that they 
produce any effect. On the other 
hand, our Lord adds, 4e that de- 
lieveth not shallbe damned ‘“* He 
that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he believeth not 
in the name of the only. begotten 
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Son of Ged,” who is made known 
by the scriptures of truth. The 
Apostle speaks of those who 
“ perish, because they received 
no: the love of the truth that they 
might be saved.. And for this 
cause (says he) God shall send 
them strong delusions, that they 
shou'd believe a lie, that they all 
mizht be damned, who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.” Thus self-de- 
ceiving souls, who enter the eter- 
nal world with a he in their right 
hand, will find that the Judge will 
take vengeance onthem that know 
not Ged, and that obey not the 
gospel. 

6. Believers were loved by the 
Apostles for the truth’s sake. The 
truth dwelt in them, applied by the 
Holy Spirit ; and on this account 
principally were they beloved. 
Now that quality for which we 
lovea person is, in our view ah im- 
fiortant quality, an excellence. One 


is loved for his uprizhtness, anoth- 


er for his beauty, another for 
his kindaess to us. But Christians, 
the excellent of the earth, the chil- 
dren of God, are beloved, by those 
Whose judgment is according to 
equity, for the sake of the truth ; 
the truth renewing then, living in 
them, forming the divine image, 
and manifested to men by the 
fruits of the Spirit Suppose a 
temper of soul, formed by the in. 
dwelling influence oferror. In- 
stead of repentance, faith, holy 
love, beauty, uniformity, the tem- 
per of heaven, the spirit of Christ, 
you would see a deformed, incon- 
sistent, and vile monster, the child 
of satan in his own image, wear~ 
ing perhaps a good but deceitful 
external appearance, but within 
fall of selfishess, malevolence, 
subtilty and deceit, worthy tobe 


hated by God and man. As Chris- 
tians ate. beloved for the truth’s 
sake, because the truth has ren- 
dered them lovely ; and as the in’ 
fluence and fruit of error are hate- 
ful; truth itself is important, and 
error is wicked and dangerous. 

7. As truth is from above, it 
must be heavenly and divine and 
far exceed in real value all earthly 
things. So as error is from beneath, 
it mustbe devilish and destructive. 
No One belicves, that the heavens 
were ever opened to divulge a lie, 
or athing of nought. But out of 
the mouth of the pit, and of the 
dragon, whatever came but the 
spirits of demons, to delude, pol- 
lute, and destroy ? The devil sows 
the tares. Theserfient contradicts 
God. Must net they who believe 
him rather than their Maker find 
that he says “ ye shall not die,” 
only thathe may bring them to 
the dead ? 

8. Our Lord and his Afostles 
were abundant in vindicating and 
enforcing the truth, and in ezjio. 
sing error, faithfully warning us 
against it : which shews that, how, 
ever these maybe now confounded, 
they thought there was an essen~ 
tial and important difference. Nay, 
the line is not more distinctly 
drawn by them, nor a more irrec- 
oncilable opposition stated betweea 
open sin and practical Godliness, 
between darkness and light, be- 
tween satan ard Jehovah, than 
between falsehood & truth. There 
are errors, it is allowed, of minor 
consequence, concerning which 
Christians should condescend to 
each other, bear their infirmities, 
and forbear to condemn, knowing 
that every man has a Master in 
heaven, to whom he standeth or 
falleth. TVhe epistles to the Cor- 
inthians contain some good exam- 





tia 
ing 


she 











ples both of the nature of unessen- 
tial errors,and the manner of treat- 
ing such us differ from us in them. 
Yet there are essential truths, and 
fundamental errors. The epistle 
to the Galatians shews how we 
should not give place to the latter, 
no, not fora moment. How ex: 
cessively severe must the follow- 
ing expressions of Paul seem toa 
modern advocate for liberality : 
‘* But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed,” which he repeats with a 
most tremendous emphasis. And 
yet the Apostle’s breast did not 
heave with sinful anger or malice; 
this is not the language of profane 
levity or passion. Paul wrote ; 
but they are the words of God ; 
he was moved by the Holy Ghost, 
The words contain a solemn war- 
ning, and a most awful anathema 
of God against false teachers and 
perverters of the truth; yea 
against the holy Apostle, or an 
angel from heaven, if it were pos- 
sible he could ever be of that num- 
ber. And this is not the curse 
causeless which will not come 

There zs a cause ; for the truth of 
Jehovah is great and holy, and he 
who despises it will find that in 
His sight it is of great price. 

9 Christ and his Afosiles not 
only contended earnestly for the 
truth, against all perversions, but 
they died in its defence. Jesus 
died to manifest-or declare. tie 
righteousness of God, that He 
might be just, and yet the justifi- 
er of them that believe. 10 vin- 
dicate and seal the truth was not 
the sole purpose of-his death, but 
certainly included; and if God 
could be false, or iis word false, 
while he displays his mercy, 
Cc 
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Christ need not have given his 
soul unto death as a ransom for 
sinners. This proves beyond all 
contradiction that the truths which 
he taught are most important It 
is granted that men may be cecet- 
ved, and through false zeal or vain 
glory devote themselves to death 
for falsehood. But all who receive 
the scriptures will allow that the 
Apostles of our Lord, and his holy 
Martyr Stephen must have known 
the truth. By renouncing the 
faith, they could have saved them- 
selves ; but they counted not their 
lives dear to themselves, “ to tes- 
tify the gospe! of the grace of 
God.” But in losing their lives 
they saved their souls. Wretch- 
ed are they who undervalue and 
contemn the truth, and lose their 
souls forever. 

10, That is not a trifling thing, 
and cannot safely be altered at our 
pleasure, which will be the rude of 
decision tn the day of zudgment : 
but that rule will be the truth 
which God has revealed. How 
infatuated must that man be who 
is going to trial fer his life in an 
earthly court, and yet neglects to 
acquaint himself with the statutes 
of his country, and the established 
rules of decision in courts of jus— 
tice—who asserts that these are of 
little consequence to him, or that 
he can aher them as he will. 
How awfully blinded are they who 
fancy that God will alter the im- 
mutable laws of the universe, 
founded on his own perfections, 
or change the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Je- 
sus our Lord concerning the way 
and the terms of salvation for ret- 
els, merely to accommodate them 
to their different opinions, preju- 
dices, and wishes. “ He that re- 
jecteth me,” saith our Lord, * ané 
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receiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him ; the word that 
I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day ” 
Christians, if ye have known the 
truth, walk in the truth, in view of 
that great and dreadful day.— 
Christ is treth; abide in him ; 
end when he shall appear. ye shall 
have confidence, and not be a- 
shamed before him at his coming. 
If any who are wavering, or 
unbelieving shall read these re- 
marks, let them be entreated to 
consider whether they must not 


~ know, believe, and obev tie truth, 


lest they should be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, when he 
shall come to be glorified in his 
obedient saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe. 
VERAX. 


From the Religious Monitor, or Presby- 
tertan Magazine, for Aug. 1810. 


ON THE CONDUCT BECOMING 
CHRISTIANS, AS THE DISCIPLES 
OF CHRIST. 


‘““l uaT true believers are the 
disciples of Christ is a truth, 
which requires little confirmation. 
It is implied in the name of Chris- 
tian. and is unequivocally asserted 
by our Lord, when he says, * One 
is your master,” or leader, * even 
Christ.” Matth 23.8. Allofus, 
23 professors of Christianity, as— 
sume the designation of Christ’s 
disciples Let us attend briefly to 


the line of conduet, which the dis- 
ciples of Christ ought to pursue, 
in order that we may see whether 
or not our pretensions are well 
founded. 


{. The disciples of Christ 


should receive with submission 
the instructions which their mas- 
ter communicates. 

‘The instructions of Christ are 
conveyed to us through the meci- 
um of his word. In the sacred 
peges we have the most important 
of wif truths clearly revealed, and 
the whole compass of our duty to 
God, to our neighbour, and to our- 
selves, plainly elucidated. When 
employed in reading the divine 
word, we are to consider ourselves 
as attending the school of Christ 
and listening to his inst: uctions. 
Hence, it is evidently our duty to 
remember whose disciples we are, 
and to whom we are bound to give 
an undivided attention We are 
too apt to forget the authority of 
sciipture, and too prone to treat it 
as We would treat the productions 
ofahumanauthor Yoo highan 
idea of our own powers is apt to 
render our minds impervious to 
the light of truth ; and our natur- 
al love of ease tends to make us 
fasiidiously repel the most solemn 
admonitions of inspiration, as stale 
and unmeaning declamation. To 
make the truths of revelation co- 
alesce with our preconceived opin- 
ions, they are frequently so dis~ 
torted, that, as rays of light are 
refracted in their passage from a 
rarer to a denser medium, they 
seldom reach the heart in their 
direct and euthoritative form: 
In these cases reason is exalted to 
the honourable place of master, 
and is made our guide in matters 
of pure revelation Is this the 
proper conduct of Christ’s disci- 
ples? No; having come from 
heaven to instruct us, because he 
knew that we stood in need of an 
instructor, Jesus is entitled to our 
highest veneration. His instruc- 
tions should be embraced with 
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humble submission ; his doctrines 
should gain admission into our 
hearts, whether or not they core 
respond with our preconceived or 
favourite opiniens; his injanc- 
tions shou'd command our assent 
and obedience. Ihat voice, which 
proceeded from the excellent glo- 
ry, should resound like a peal of 
thunder in our ears, ** This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear ye him.” 

Our own minds, however, are 
not the only masters, who may 
claim our attention and obedience. 
Other teachers may, in the spirit 
of rabbinical usurpation, hold 
themselves forth as infallible dic- 
tators, and may claim our assent 
to their systems of belicf and of 
practice. In a case of this kind, 
what is the line of conduct we 
ought to pursue? Are we to give 
a cordial reception to their author: 
itative dogmas? No; this would 
be to act the part of benighted 
heathens, who give a blind assent 
to their oracular responses ; it 
would evince a spirit of pusillan- 
imity, and of irrational credulity, 
unworthy of independent agents. 
One is our master, even Christ, 
Convinced that his word is all 
given by divine inspiration, we 
must give its doctrines that cor- 
dial assent, which  infallibility 
alone can command. Other mas- 
ters must be listened to in com- 
plete subordination to him, and 
their doctrines must gain influ- 
ence over our minds, only so far 
as they correspond with those of 
his gospel. While the blinded 
Pharisees gave their unqualified 
assent to the dictates of their rab- 
bis, whilst the Corinthians were 
divided into different sects, “ one 
saying, I am of Paul; and anoth- 
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I am of Cephas ;” and whilst the 
deluded members of the Romish 
church yield a despicable sub- 
mission to the authority of an ex- 
orbitant priesthood ; we should 
remember that we are the disci~ 
ples ot Christ ; and that, as such, 
we are bound to take our religious 
sentiments, only from his word, 
in opposition to all the unauthor~ 
ised dictates of men, who are weak 
and fallible as ourselves, and in 
conformity to his own injunction, 
to ** call no man master on earth.” 

II. The disciples of Christ 
should imitate the example, which 
their Master has exhibited. 

It is seldom that precept and 
example are found in perfect uni 
son. Men are generally very 
ready in enjoining upon others the 
practice of duties, which they 
themselves habitually’ neglect. 
The disciples of the Aristotelian, 
Platonic, and even of the Socratic 
school, possessed not the advan- 
tage of beholding the duties, to 
which they were called, transcri- 
bed into the lives of those, who 
enjoined them, This privilege 
was reserved for the discipies of 
Christ’ What their Master 
taught, he invariably practised, 
and his whole life was a commen- 
tary on his instructions Would 
we then act the part of his faith- 
ful disciples? Let us “ imitate 
him in all his imitable perfec— 
tions.” Let that brilliant track, 
which he has left, be the sphere 
in Which we move; and let us 
swerve neither to the right hand 
nor to the left. The path is ex~ 
tremely narrow, and on every side 
are the ways of death. 

Professing Christians are like 
cities set on @ hill which cannot be 
hid, They are sfectacies both tea 
angels and iomen, Superior puri- 
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ty is justly expected from those, 

who pretend to have learnt of Je- 

sus. Every eye is upon them ; 

every motion is observed ; every 

action is marked ‘The tongue of 
malevolence is barbed to assail 
them. How then are the disci- 
ples of Jesus to verify their high 
pretensions ? Undoubtedly it must 
be by being followers of their di 

vine Master. His character alone 
is fit to be a standard ; for the sun 
never beheld another completely 
free from imperfection. Where 
is to be found exhibited such a 
bright pattern of that ardent, ra- 
tional, and elevated piety ; disin- 
terested and expansive benevo- 
lence; uniform and unbending 
self command, which are the or- 
naments of the Christian charac- 
ter, as is displayed in the life of 
Him, whose meat and whose 
drink it was to do the will of his 
heaveniv Father ; who went about 
doing good ; and who “ was holy, 
harmless, undefiled and separated 
from sinners??? Formed on this 
mode] we cannot fail to exhibit to 
the world an example eminent 
for its uniformity, consistency, 
and dignity ;—an example so be- 
coming the professors of Chris- 
tianity, as to lead men to take 
knowledge of us that we have been 
with J-sus, that we are his genu- 
ine disciples, arid that we acknowl. 
edge no other Master. 

lil. The disciples of Christ 
should be earnest in promoting 
the interests of their Master 

The disciple, who is indifferent 
to the cause of his master, gives a 
decisive proof of the insincerity of 
his greatest professions He, who 
is ezrpest to profit by the instruc- 
tions of his teacher, will be earnest 
also that these instructions may 
be beneficial to others, Wohiulst, 


therefore, the disciples of Chris¢ 
listen with attention to the instruc- 
tions, which their Master com- 
municates, and make his example 
the rule of their conduct, they 
must likewise make the advance- 
ment of his kingdom in the world 
the grand aim of their most stren. 
uous exertions. On the fidelity 
of his disciples on earth the suc- 
cess of the Redeemer’s cause ma. 
terially depends. The circum- 
stances connected with their con~ 
duct, which hinder or promote 
the progress of the gospel, are 
numerous and diversified. If they 
are not animated by an ardent zeal 
to disseminate those doctrines, 
which they profess to believe, the 
reality of their faith will be sus- 
pected, and “the love of many 
will wax cold.” Indifference in 
the cause of Christ is zea/ in the 
cause of satan, and the most ap- 
parently trifling opportunity of 
usefulness neglected may have an 
important effect on the interests 
of religion. 

The field for the Christian’s 
exertion is very extensive Even 
in the country where we dwell, 
the opportunities of usefulness, 
which present themselves, are be- 
yond calculation. Christian, on 
every talent and opportunity, 
which you possess, let these words 
be engraven, “ Holiness to the 
Lord.” Do vou hear the name of 
your divine Master bandied about 
by the profane, or introduced into 
conversation without reverence ? 
Fail not to evince a becoming in- 
dignation. Does “ gross darkness 


cover the people,” even when sur ~ 


rounded with the full blaze of 
“the Sun of Righteousness ?” 
Labour to impart the instructions 
of your heavenly teacher. Does 
the swoln torrent of immorality 
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threaten to deluge the land? 
Strain every nerve to arrest its 
progress. Does the chilling in- 
fluence of a lukewarm spirit un- 
nerve the arms of your fellow dis- 
ciples? Strive to rekindle the ex- 
viring flame. Thus, in this land 
of gospel light, calls on your ex- 
ertion are constantly made. —But 
cast your eye for a moment 
around the globe on which you 
dwell, and what de you behold ? 
Ignorance, superstition, and idol- 
atry, stalking abroad, exulting in 
their malignant triumph. Yes! 
There are “dark places of the 
earth, which are full of the habita 
tions of cruelty;” there are “ lands 
of darkness, and of the shadow of 
death ;” there are fellow-creatures 
living “ without God in the 
world ;” there are thousands of 
Adam’s race on the surface of the 
earth, ignorant alike of their ex- 
alted nature and high destiny ; 
there are millions of immortal 
beings expiring on the burning 
pile without one ray of hope to 
gladden their departing spirits. 
And, disciple of Jesus! shall 
you be an idle spectator of this 
melancholy spectacle ? Do the 
disciples of earthly teachers la. 
bour to propagate the tenets of 
their masters ? And shall the dis. 
ciples of a heavenly teacher be in- 
different whether his cause flour- 
ish or decay? No; if you believe 
the doctrines of the gospel to be 
of everlasting importance, you 
must be animated by an irresisti- 
ble zeal to promote their unboun- 
ded circulation If you are the 
genuine disciples of Christ, his 
cause must be ever dear to your 
hearts ; and for its advancement 
you will account no expense too 
‘reat, and no exertion toe severe. 
'f you have an eye to shed a tear 
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over the distressed ; if you have 
an ear to listen to the sighs of the 
wretched ; if you have a breast te 
heave for the victim of despair, 
the universal promulgation of 
Christianity will be the grand ob. 
ject of your existence ” 
CRISPUS. 


To the Zditor of the Christian Monitor 


Dear Sir—I do not suppose, 
that weought to embrace any sen. 
liment merely because it has been 
believed by good men. For we 
have a sure word of prophecy to 
which we do well to take heed. At 
the sametime it is pleasing to 
mark the footsteps of the flock, to 
become acquainted with the ser- 
timents of ancient saints, and to 
find that they embraced those doc- 
trines, which are stili precious to 
every rea/believer. And, I hope, 
some of your correspondents will _ .- 
gratify your readers by giving - 
them an opportunity to become 
acquainted with the sentiments of 
those ancient churches, which 
were most eminent for their piety. 
Such undoubtedly were the chur- 
chesof the Waldenses. And, I 
believe, many of your readers wil 
be pleased with the following ex- 
tract, taken from the Religious 
Monitor for May, 1810. 

Yours, B. N. 


* An Ancient Confession of 
Faith of the Waldenses, copied 
out of certain Manuscripts, bear- 
ing date Anno Domini 1120 ; 
that Is to say, near 400 years be- 
foe the time of Calvin or Luther. 


From Morland’s history of the Evangel- 
icat Churches in Piedmont, p. 30, 


Article 1, We believe, and firm. 
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ly hold all that which is contained 
in the twelve Articles of the sy m- 
bol, which is called the Apostles’ 
Creed, accounting for heresy 
whatsoever is disagreeing, and not 
consonant to the saic twelve Arti- 
cles. 

Article i. We do believe that 
there is one God, Father, Son,and 
Holy Spirit 

Article 11. We acknowledge 
for the holy canonical Scriptures 
the books of the holy Bible, viz. 
(here all the books of the old and 
New Testament are enumerated ) 

Here follow the books Apocry. 
phal, which are not received of the 
Hebrews : but we read them, (as 
saith St. Hierome in his prologue 
to the Proverbs) for the instruct: 
ion of the people, not to confirm 
the authority ofthe doctrine of the 
church. 

Article. 1V. The beoks above 
said, viz the Holy Scriptures, 
teach this, That there is one God, 
Almighty, All-wise, and All good, 
who has made all things by his 
goodness ; for he formed Adam 
in his own image and likeness ; 
but that, by the envy of the devil, 
and the disobedience of the said 

Adam, sin has entered into the 
world, and that we are sinners in 
Adam, and by Adam. 

Article V. That Christ was 
promised to our fathers who re. 
ceived the law; that se knowing 
by the law their sin, unrighteous- 
ness,and insufficiency, they might 
desire the coming of Christ to sat- 
isfy for their sins, and accomplish 
the law by himself. 

Article V1. i hat Christ was born 
in the time appointed by God the 
Father. Thet is to say, in the 
time when all iniquity abounded, 
and not for the cause of good 

works, for all were sinners ; but 


that he might show us grace and 
mercy, as being faithful. 

Ariicle VL. That Christ is our 
life, truth, peace, and righteous- 
ness ; as also our Pastor,advocate, 
sacrifice, and priest, who died for 
the salvation of all those who be- 
lieve, andis risen for our justifi- 
cation 

Article Vill In like manner, 
we firmly hold, that there is no 
other Mediator and Advocate 
with God the Father, save only Je- 
sus Christ. And as for the Virgin 
Mary, that she was holy, humble, 
and full of grace. And in like 
manner do we believe concerning 
all the other saints, viz. That be- 
ing in heaven, they wait for the 
resurrection of their bodies at the 
day of judgment. 

Article 1X. We believe, that af. 
ter this life, there are only two 
places, the one for the saved, the 
other for the damned the which 
two places we call Paradise and 
Hell, absolutely denying that 
Purgatory invented by aniichrist, 
and forged contrary to the truth. 

Article X Item,we have always 
accounted as an unspeakable a- 
bomination before God, all those 
inventions of men, viz. the feasts 
and the vigils of saints ; the water 
which they call holy ; as like- 
wise, toabstain from flesh upon 
certain days, and the like; but 
especially their masses. 

Article XI. We esteem for an 
abomination, and as antichristian, 
all those human inventions, which 
are a trouble or prejudice to the 
liberty of the Spirit 

Article X11. We do believe 
that the sacraments are signs of 
the holy things, or visible forms 
of the invisible grace ; accounting 
it good that the faithful some; 

times use the said signs or visible 











forms, if it may be done. Howev- 
er, we believe and hold that the a- 
bove said faithful may be saved 
without receiving the signs afore. 
said, in case they have no place 
nor any means to use them. 

Article XIII. We acknowledge 
no other sacrament but baptism 
and the Lord’s supper. 

Article X1V. We ought to hon- 
our the secular powers by subjec- 
tion, ready obedience and paying 
of tributes.” 


From the Religious Monitor. 


4 letter of the late Rev H Venn, to one 
who had just entered on a Religious 
Life.—Nov 6, 1765: 

Dear Sir—I cannot leave 
Shropshire, without giving you 
joy on your determination to live 
in the service of Christ. This 
connects us more closely than if 
we had sprung from the same 
parents; for,in numberless in- 
stances, brothers will be separated 
from each other, as far as heaven 
is from hell; but all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, shall dwell for. 
ever with him. Love to him and 
your soul prompts me to lay before 
youafew hints, furnished from 
long service in the church of 
Christ, which had I received on 
my entrance intoit, they might 
have preserved me from many 
hurtful mistakes. 

Your Christian calling is a war- 
fare, where no quarter can be 
given on either side. If you prove 
faithful unto death, angels will 
receive your departing soul ; eter. 
nal glory will be your crown ; the 
armies ofthe saints will receive 
you with transport, as a soul ran- 
somed with that precious blood to 
which they owe their all ; and the 
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Redeemer’s presence will be your 
heaven for evermore. Should 
you forsake his service, or hold 
secret correspondenee with his 
foes, you must be punished, like 
them, with eternal infamy in hell, 

The enemies you have to op- 
pose, and conquer, will probably 
be, first, your former intimates, 
friends, and nearest relations, 
whose polite conversation, and 
affection for you, have been so 
pleasing ; for, till their judgment 
of sin, true religion, and man’s 
chief good, are formed from Scrip- 
ture, as your own now is, they 
must both despise & hate the way 
of life in which you must persist. 
With these opposers,your corrupt 
nature willtake part; and alsoa 
subtle destroyer, long practised In 
arts and wiles to compass the ruin 
ofimmortal souls In this peri- 
lous condition, you have joined 
yourself, (effectually inflaenced by 
his grace,) to Christ, as your lead- 
er and commander. Under his 
banner, diligently using the means 
he in tenderest love enjoins, you 
are confidently to expect both 
protection and victory. 

These means are secret prayer ; 
study ofthe Bible ; public wor- 
ship; hearing his preachers ; 
Christian society ; and much re- 
tirement. 

Secret prayer, at stated times, 
was constantly practised by cur 
Lord. Ajllhis illustrious saints 
have dune the same. Indeed, 
stated times of prayer, where they 
can be had, are no less need- 
ful to make the soul flourish, than 
stated meals to keep the body in 
heaith. Wilfully to neglect them, 
is to walk contrary tothe example 
of Christ and his saints, which 
can never produce resemblance to 
them in our life. Yet stated times 
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of secret prayer will grow tire 

some, and prove of no use, unless 
you take pains to present yourself 
a worshipper before the Lord in 
spirit and in truth, by looking up 
and begging that the Spit of 
grace and supplication may be 
poured out upon vour soul. But 
when you duly observe stated 
times of secret prayer, be not cast 
down, because yeu find great 
stupidity of mind, and know not 
what to ask ; or because you fee] 
your faith weak, much backward. 
ness to pruy, andaswarm of idle 
thoughts eppressing you. Do 
not on this account leave off your 
constant devotions ; nor question 
Whether tbey will profit your soul. 
It is much for your good, to feel 
that you have no power of your- 
self to command your own 
thougits. It is much for your 
good, that your own experience 
should confirm what the word of 
God teaches, that you ere weak 
and poor, always standing in ab- 
solute need of the mercy of God, 
the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, anc the power of the Holy 
Ghost. 

On the contrary, beware of be- 
ing elated on account of that en- 
largement of heart, and spiritual 
yoy.which you will find sometimes 
to flow in upon you. Should these 
lead you to think bighly of your- 
sell, carelesness first, and then 
perhaps a miserable fall, will fol- 
low; for self-exalting thoughts 
pollute the soul, and grieve the 
Spirit of God ; neither can any 
depend«nce, asto future safety, be 
justly builton what has passed in 
our own minds. Witness the 


noble confession Peter made of 
his faith in Christ one hoar, and 
the astonishing reprimand he re- 
ceived the next : “Get thee behind 





me, Satan; thou art an offence 
untome” These sensations of 
spiritual joy realize to us some of 
the precious promises made to 
believers in Christ, and are design. 
edto allure us ; not to excite a 
conceit of any thing good in our 
selves. 

io secret prayer, you will join 
devout study of the Bible: be- 
cause it is our infallible guide, 
and the treasury of all truth neces- 
sary to salvation. But the riches 
laid up there, are not to be found 
by proud or careless minds ; none 
possess them, till they dig for 
them as for silver, longing to 
know the will of God, that they 
may do it.—To superficial readers 
of the Bible, it presents little more 
thana great number of duties, 
which must be performed ; & sins 
which must be renounced ; with 
insupportable pains, in failure of 
obedience ;—passages of excel- 
lent use, When believed ; as they 
at once rouse the selfish soul of 
man to seek reconciliation with 
God. and help fiom heaven; and 
sweep away every refuge of lies, 
under which the love of sin leads 
us to take shelter But earnest 
ane devout readers of their Bible 
discover much more—they discov 
er the tenderness of Christ ; the 
efficacy of his blood to cleanse 
from all unrighteousness ; and a 
variety of spiritual blessings, 
which are the present reward of 
being true hearted in his service. 
1 am at a loss for words to express 
how much solid knowledge, 
transforming your mind into the 
divine image, you will certainly 
gain by persevering in diligent 
prayer year after year for the true 
interpretation of God’s blessed 
word, that you may be made wise 
and holy. A pattern is plainly set 
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pefore us in these memorable pe- 
titions ; may they come from our 
hearts, and ever dwe!) upon our 
tongues! “ Lama stranger upon 
the earth, (very soon to leave it, 
therefore its riches and honours 
cannet profit me,) O hide not thy 
commandments from me, which 
will enrich me forever. Open 
thou my eyes, that I may see won- 
crous things in thy law! Thy 
hands have formed and fashioned 
me; O give me understanding 
that [ may know thy law!” This 
method of reading the Bible must 
be continued through life, espe- 
cially whilst the capital truths of 
the Bible are before your eyes. 
We shall thus be secured from 
abusing any part of the word of 
God. And those who dare des- 
pise, as if they knew enough, per- 
severing prayer to be taught, by 
the Spirit of God, what is contain- 
ed in his holy word, fall into per- 
nicious errors ; wrest some pass- 
ages of Scripture to contradict 
others; or grow violently zealous 
for doctrines, but very cold res. 
pecting that heavenly mind those 
doctrines are revealed to produce. 
Our profiting will then only ap- 
pear, when, after the example of 
David and St. Paul, we pray, from 
a deep conviction, that we cannot 
be properly affected with what we 
believe, unless we are divinely 
taught; and that if any man think- 
eth that he knoweth any thing as 
he ought to know, that man know- 
eth nothing. 

Secret prayer, and devout study 
of the Bible, will prepare you to 
worshift in the house of God. And 
here, you need beware of a fatal 
error, common amongst many 
who love to hear the Gospel 
preached. Assured from the or- 
acies of God, that preaching the 
D 
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Gospel is the appointed means to 
convert sinners, and knowing thev 
were themselves illuminated in 
this way, not a few shamefully 
disparage public worship ; as if 
all good to the soul was to come 
through the speaker, none from 
calling with one heart and voice 
upon the name of the Lord in his 
own house. Hence, whilst both 
minister and people should be 
abased before God, in confession 
of their vileness ; should be plead. 
ing in full assurance of faith, the 
sacrifice and intercession of Christ 
for pardon ; should be earnestly 
imploring more grace to serve the 
Lord to all well pleasing; should, 
with fervent love to all mankind, 
be recommending them to the 
tender care of our heavenly Fa- 
ther ; and be filled with joy, in 
returning ardent thanks for the 
loving kindness of God towards 
themselves and all men: whilst 
this grand business is carrying on), 
a total inattention is visible in 
many countenances. ‘Their enters 
tainment seems only to begin 
when the preacher has taken his 
text! Gross ignorance! Impi- 
ous indecency!  Professed be- 
lievers, Can you imagine you shall 
ever receive profit In one means 
of grace while you pour contempt 
on another ? or that, after passing 
through the time of divine wor- 
ship without any exercise of re- 
pentance, love, and devotion, you 
can bein a fit disposition to attend 
to the things which shall be deliv- 
ered from the pulpit? Be unde- 
ceived t it is novelty and curiosi- 
ty by which you are pleased, in all 
the discourses youextol, Onthe 
contrary, L would have you, dear 
sir, raise your expectations very 
high, of the good you are to re- 
ceive from first praying with th¢ 
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congregation, as a child of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus, before you 
hear the pastors of his church. 
There is a necessity for this. It 
is intended to prepare and soften 
the ground for receiving the good 
seed ; and to open the heart for 
believing and obeying the truth. 
Remember, though preaching 


‘Christ is ordained to gather in the 


outcasts ; when gathered, they 
are to offer up prayers and praises, 
intercessions and thanksgiving, a 
pure offering in righteousness. 
Remember that hearing will very 
soon cease forever—Spiritual wor- 
ship is immortal. Had we there- 
fore our choice, whether Paul 
should preach to us, or call to us 
to fall low with him on our knees 
in prayer, we must prefer the lat- 
ter ; because every one had much 
rather come into the presence of 
his beloved sovereign, to ask what 
he has promised to bestow, than 
hear another extol him ever so 
highly. An itching ear is a dis- 
ease dangerous and epidemical : 
and if hearing has not made us 
love the house of prayer, it is hard 
to conceive it can have done us 
any good at all. 

You will not misconstrue these 
remarks, as if they insinuated that 
preaching Christ is not of the ut- 
most importance, and what ail 
Christians must value and attend 
to. This preaching conquered 
ihe bloody-minded persecutors in 
Judea, and brought thousands to 
adore Christ crucified This sub- 
dued the heathen world ; and ev- 
ery church of Christ owes its ex~ 
istence, preservation, anc increase, 
to the word of life preached Our 
Lord emphetically warns us a- 
gainst false prophets, by compar- 
ing all who expect advantage 
frem their preaching, to the fool- 


ish hope of gathering grapes from 
thorns, or figs from thistles. Our 
Litany deprecates, almost in one 
breath, as three of the greatest 
curses to mankind, pestilence, re-« 
bellion, and false doctrine. 

Much indeed are we to prize 
the faithful preaching of the ever- 
lasting Gospel. It is the good 
seed, which falleth upon good 
ground, the heart believing, brings 
forth fruit abundantly. Only hon- 
our equally, in its turn, every or- 
dinance of God _—_ Esteem spiritu- 
al worship of him, in his house, 
no less profitable than the dispen- 
sing of his holy word. 

lo secret praver, study of the 
Bible, public worship, and hearing 
the word, you will add the society 
of Christians engaged in the same 
warfare as yourself This is com- 
manded by God, and is of great 
advantage Weare social by na- 
ture, and our companions must be 
infectious, if destitute of faith ; or 
greatly improving, if we make a 
right choice. Love unfeigned to 
our Saviour will give us a strong 
aversion to the discourse or com- 
pany which pours contempt upor 
his excellency and precepts. Nor 
is it possible, where the duty of 
men in their business or office 
does not oblige them to be in com- 
pany with profane and voluptuous 
men, to consort with them, and be 
guiltless, Lhe warning is mer- 
ciful and very alarming: J com- 
franion of fools shail be destroyed, 
And lest worldly interests, or a 
remaining love for the witty, en-- 
livening conversation of profane 


people, should bribe us to believe- 


we may sometimes associate with 
them, and yet receive no harm— 
the salutary advice is, Be not de- 
ceived ; evil communications cor: 


rufit good manners, Your society; 
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therefore, must be with real, not 
nominal Christians, for he that 
walketh with wise men, shall be 
quise 

But do not expect to find real 

Christians such as you may figure 
them in your own mind, nor scan 
their life with a severe eye. Judge 
ef your fellow-soldiers by what 
you know of yourself in earnest, 
as you certainly are. Innate cor- 
ruptions are very stubborn ; and 
though besieged and doomed to 
death, make frequent sallies— 
Hard is the conflict to get the 
mastery over a besetting sin; and 
this is seldom obtained at once 
without many falls. Be jealous 
ef the hypocrisy, natural to us all, 
ef passing a favourable judgment 
on our own condition, faulty as we 
are ; yet condemning others as 
dissemblers, for the same things 
we find in ourselves. Alas! the 
very best have abundant cause to 
think themselves vile ; for it is 
notorious, (whatever some may 
boast,) that believers in Christ, 
one and all, are still polluted, im- 
perfect, inconstant—-they are of: 
ten impatient of each other’s in- 
firmities, and scarcely able to be 
at peace amongst themselves ; 
though they all experience, as 
they confess from day to day, the 
tender compassions of their heav- 
enly Father, under aj] their fail- 
ures. 

Be not stumbled, if you should 
meet with many hollow profess- 
ors, talkative, and full of confi- 
dence on account of their suppos- 
ed conversion, and the knowledge 
they have attained in spiritual 
things. So it has been from the 
beginning. Upright followers of 
the Lamb are few in every age ; 
you may know them by their dis- 
Claiming, with equal care, al! trust 
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in their own spiritual attainments, 
and the baneful abuse of imputed 
righteousness, and the election of 
grace ; by their tender fear of of- 
fending God ; by their humility 
and mecekness, their generosity 
and compassion ; and the great 
benefit to be derived from their 
discourse, full of a divine savour. 
With persons of this excellent 
sort, cultivate an intimacy : they 
will build you up in your holy 
faith ; they will establish you in 
every good purpose You will 
burn with a desire to be like them ; 
and, on leaving their company, 
you will find a spirit of prayer 
rising up in your mind. 

But company, beyond a certain 
measure, is injurious. Keeping 
much retired, and by -ourselves, 
is very profitable for us all. In- 
deed, when our worldly business 
is attended to as it ought, and se- 
cret duties punctually observed, 
there cannot remain a great deal 
of time for persons in any station 
to spend in company. And they 
who imagine praying at certain 
seasons, hearing the Gospel, and 
then entering into a sort of gen- 
eral conversation about religion 
and religious people, will be suffi- 
cient, are grievously mistaken. 
Dnoless we love, (and contrive as 
we are able,) to be much alone, 
how can we often and solemnly 
call to remembrance the evil of 
our past life, or loath ourselves ? 
How feel contrition for the follies 
of our innate depravity? How, 
with the blessed Mary, ponder in 
our hearts the sayings of our 
Lord? How enter deeply into 
his agony and death, the price of 
our peace, and eternal hfe? How 
weigh the value of our spiritual 
privileges, and the weight of the 
crown of glory laid up for the 
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faithful? How feel the strength 
and multitude of our obligations 
to live 1n exemplary obedience, 
constrained by the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge ?—~ 
Though the pastors of Christ’s 
ciiurch speak on these subjects, 
and they make part of every con- 
versaltion, we must ruminate in 
private upon them, or they will 
never duly impress and fill our 
minds. ‘Therefore the most dis- 
unguished saints, before thev en- 
tered on any arduous work for the 
glory of God, or the good of men, 
did not think their purity of inten- 
tion, or the promise of Gad’s 
Spirit sufficient, without prepar- 
ing by muchreurement. Moses, 
Elijah, Daniel, the Baptist, and 
our Lord himself, teach us, by 
their practice, the benefit end ne- 
cessity of being often end much 
alone. Great and many evils grow 
up in the church, from its pastors 
and people neglecting to copy 
these intallible examples. For 
want of being much alone, popa- 
lar teachers are puffed up—thence 
become contentious, jealous of 
those theyglear as their rivals— 
disputers, and abusers of their 
fellow servants. For want of 
meditation in privacy upon the 
truths of God, professors of faith 
u®Christ become arrant Pharisees, 
whilst they violently condemn 
Pharisaism ; formalists, though 
they know it not, in the midst of 
perpetual exclamations against 
formality: for they can talk, 
Without humiliation, of man’s to- 
tal corruption, and the sinfulness 
of sin; they can talk, without 
gratitude, of redempzion by the 
blood of God manifest in the 
flesh ; and without grief, on the 
hypocrisy and unbecoming lives 
of many who make a profession 


of faith in Christ. Nothing, in 
their discourse on these deeply 
affecting topics, strikes the hear- 
er’s mind as coming from a brok- 
en heart. ‘This profanation of 
sucred truths, by talking of them 
with a careless, dissipated spirit, 
does much hurt; and we incur 
guilt, like those who take the 
name of the Lord in vain. Yet 
this must be the case with us, un- 
less there be a due mixture of sol- 
itude with society, to gird up the 
loins of our minds, and effectually 
impress us by much intercourse 
with Goce alone. 

With respect to the multitude 
of ignorant and licentious men, 
you must expect their ridicule 
and censure, which by no means 
shoulé gall or irritate your mind. 
You could not be a servant of 
Christ, were you approved by 
them. “ If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: 
but, because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you” Yet in this case, 
love hopeth all things, & endureth 
all things ; hopeth the time will 
come, when they who think you 
mad, will worship with yoa in 
spirit and intiuth. Meanwhile, 
love will enable you meekly to 
receive contemptuous treatment 
and hard speeches against your 
faith, your conduct, and your 
friends. Be not eager to justily 
yourself, nor over forweid to 
make converts by much speaking. 
An itkscme truth becomes more 
so by being unseasonebly urged. 
Besides, wordy people are set 
down as loving to hear themselves 
talk ; und novices are proud to 
gain proseiytes before they are 
established themselves in the 
truth, or know their own religion. 


an 
ob 
in 


1») 











But in victory over pride, anger, 
and all wickedness; in steadfastly 
observing every rule of holy liv- 
ing laid down by our Saviour; in 
courteous behaviour to all men ; 
in calmly urging the word of God, 
when some favourable opportuni- 
ty presents of bearing testimony 
tothetruth. In these thiags you 
cannot exceed. Wait patiently, 
and you will by such irreproatcha- 
ble and wise conduct, stop the 
mouth of prejudice, and win over 
some to come forth and live a 
Christian life, as you do. 

I wish you much of the pres- 
ence and peace of God in your 
soul; in your practice and tem- 
per, much steadiness and love ; 
and a gracious answer to yeur 
prayers for your friends, relations, 
and fellow-sinners. May we re- 
member each other before God ; 
beseeching him, that we may 
strongly recommend his truth and 
service, by great usefulness, till 
we are forever with him. 

From yours, &c. 
H. VENN. 


REMARKABLE ZENEVOCLENCE. 


The following instence of remarkable 
benevolence, we take fiom the Re- 
ligious Moniior, in which it appears 
as a translation from the periodical 
publications of the Basil Society. 
Let the rich read and acknowledge 
the rebuke ; let the poor also read 
it, and see in ita lively comment 
on the promise ‘* Bread shail be 
given him, and his waters shail be 
sure,” 


“‘ B. was a native of Alsece ; and 
on a journey he made to KR—-, he 
married. He inhabited a small 
house, without the gates of the 
town ; and his employment bare- 
ly subsisted him, though he con. 
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stantiv worked for rich and res- 
pectable people in the city. He 
was a painter and gilder, Every 
evening he was accustomed to 
bring bread home with him for 
his family, from the produce of 
bis work. Jt happened, however, 
once, that he did not receive his 
money. Aithough God has ex- 
pressly commanded, that the * sun 
shell not go duwn before the la- 
bourer receives his hire. Now 
could the poor gildcr no longer 
get paid by his employers. For 
some time, however; he was ena= 
bled to carry home bread with him 
as usual to bis bengry family ; 
but at length every resource was 
exhzusted- Throughout the day, 
during bis work, he put up ab in- 
ward prayer to God, that he 
would graciously dispose the 
hearts of bis masters in his favour 
so that they might not allow bim 
to go home pennyless; but the 
day passed, the time of l.bour fine 
ished, and the poor husband and 
father had nothing—ncthing at all 
to take home with him! Melan- 
choly and sad he entered the su- 
burbs where he lived, with a hea- 
vy heart, and downcast eyes. 
Some cone going towards the city 
met him, saluted him as he pass~ 
ed, znd sliping 2 picce of silver in- 
to his hand, glided by him. B. 
stood stockestill, astonished ; and 
shouting aloud, with eyes uplifted, 
tearsran down his cheeks; and 
he bitterly repreached himself 
for his vile unbelicf in that God 
who feedeth the ravens, and 
numbers the very hairs of our 
heads 

“ Passing onwards, his way lay 
through a path between two hedg- 
es, where he heard a faint voice, 
in a mournful, complaining strain; 
and, as he looked around him, to 
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Lnow from whence it proceeded, 
he saw a young man, who had the 
appearance of a traveller, lying on 
the grass, pale, weak and emacia- 
ted. “ What is the matter, my 
iviend ?” asked the poor painter. 
—‘* Sir, lam a travelling mechan- 
ic, and am going towards home : 
I have yet far to go: as my mon- 
ey ran short, | was obliged to act 
with the utmost frugality ; and 
expended daily only what my most 
urgent necessities demanded: 
notwithstanding, my money is all 
gone. the whole of this day have 
I pursued my journey without 
tasting food; and my strength is 
so entirely exhausted, that I can 
go no further.” What was poor 
B to do? Hehad nothing but 
the small piece of silver :—should 
he give him that? But what would 
remain fo: his hungry, expecting 
ehildren? Perplexed, confoynd- 
ed,and almost mechanically, with. 
out knowing what he said, he de- 
manded of the young man if he 
had no small money abeut him, 
even of the most trifling value, to 


give him in exchange for his lit, 
tle piece of silver. ‘“ O, my dear 
sir, would I had, I would not lie 
longer here !” The heart of poor 
B. felt a terrible conflict. At last, 
shrugging his shoulders, with 
great sorrow and heaviness of 
mind, he pursued his way : but 
he went not far; his piece of 
money burned like fire in his 
pocket ; he hastily turned back, 
gave it to the poor traveller, and 
with great agitation turned away 
quickly, weeping, sobbing, and 
almost reeling like a drunken 
man. He had not proceeded 
far, before he met aman, with 
several longish loaves of bread, 
which he carried under his arms, 
coming towards him. As they 
approached each other, the man 
saluted him in a very friendly 
manner ; and passing him, slip- 
ped one of his loaves under his 
arm, and putting a dollar into his 
hand, hastened away ‘The poor 
painter threw himself on the 
grass, aud wept aloud! 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


Bonibay, March 5, 1815. 
MY VERY DEAR PARENTS, 

I am sometimes led to fear that the 
events of the war may have preven- 
ted your receiving the several letiers 
which Land Mrs Nott have written 
since we left America, and may still 
be in suspense concerning us* You 
may be assured you Lave not been for. 
gotten, and Ihope you have received 
our leiters as a witness that you have 
not. 

On the whole, the past year has 
beer a very prosperous one with us, 
though we have been once visited 
with sickness, and have not been 
without some other trials ; but of all 


these things I hope you have been be- 
fore this fully informed. After we 
left Bengal we landed first at Pon. 
dicherry, a pleasant French settlement 
on the Corromandel coast, where ina 
pleasant and studious retirement we 
spent five weeks, the ship being acci- 
dentally detained. Our voyage from 
that place to this was about a month 

the weather generally pleasant—b 

Mrs. Nott was as usual seasick We 
arrived here on the 11th of February, 
and lanced on the 12th Three or 


four of the first days we spent at Dr, © 


Taylor’s who was formerly a Mission- 
ary from the London Society, for 
whose hospitality and active friend- 
ship we have reason to be very grate- 
ful. We are now living in our own 
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Aired house, in the enjoyment of many 
domestic comforts, and in the posses- 
sion of perfect health. We have much 
hope that this place is to terminate 
our wanderings and to be the scene 
of our future labors. We have alsu 
fears. The governor of this Presiden. 
cy, we believe inclined to favor us ; 
but the Bengal government, besides 
etideavoring to send us away from 
them, have strongly recommended a 
similar step to the government here. 
What will be the event is very uncer- 
tain; all we can say is, that we may 
be sent to England. We trust, how- 
ever, that the Lord has something for 
ustodobere. We have found friends 
among the English inhabitants here, 
who interest themselves in our stay, 
and some who seem to do it from good 
motives. We are deeply encouraged 
by one instance of deep serious concern. 
The person whose mind is affected is 
a young Lieutenant in the Artillery, 
who has been im the country about 
six months. His education was not 
religious, and bis character, till with- 
in these four months, ¢trzfing. He 
was awakened by reading Cowner’s 
Poems, and now comes to receive re- 
ligious instruction of us, and to encour- 
age our hearts by exhibiting that this 
place to which we have geome, is one 
that God designe to visit. 

Though our state is uncertain, we 
ste commencing the Mahratta lan- 
gusage—“* we walk by faith, not by 
sight.” A very talkative black gen- 
tleman, is to sit by us, and éeaz it into 
‘35 three or four hours every day, 

As yet we do nothing as preachers 
but shall hope to if we stay * * * * 
** © @* We do long to hear from 
you and from our parents of the otber 
family. We think of you and daily 
pray for you, and hope that God rec- 
ompenses cur absence to you, by 
crowning you with loving kindness 
and tender mercies, anc cheering your 
hearts in your way with the hope of 
glory 
_ Weexperience no evils from being 
iM an enemy’s land, as perhaps you may 
fear. However we most earnestly 
desire that there may be a frm and 
‘asting peace bet ween the parent coun- 
iry and our own. 

At this season of the year the cli- 
mate is delightful. Indeed the eve- 
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nings and mornings are quite cool—it 
will soon, however, be very hot. But 
we are told that this is the most heal- 
thy place in India. 

We send our united love to all the 
famly—and wish you to remember us 
with respeet and affection to our oth- 
er parents, and all their house. For- 
get not our neighbors and intimate 
friends, for whom we wish the enjoys 
ment of all spiritual and temporal 
blessings. 

I am, my dear and hon. Parent 
with continual affection, 
Your dutiful son, 
SamMvueL Nott, Jen. 






REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN KINGS» 
TON, N. H. 


, Communicated in a letter to the Edi- 
tor of the Panoplist. ] 


Dear Ser—In compliance with your 
wishes, I transmit you a brief account 
of the revival of religion, at Kingstor, 
N.H. the past season. As it was nei- 
ther general,nor attended with any pe- 
culiar circumstances, I have doubted 
whether it should be noticed in your 
highly useful magazine. In one view, 
it May not, perhaps, be uninteresting. 
It confirms the truth, that God ofien 
blesses the picus exertions and faith- 
ful labors of his ministers, after the 
instruments are laid aside,—the la- 
borers called home. 

The distinguished literary and theo- 
logical acquirements of the late Rev. 
Dr. Thayer, the jast minister of K ng- 
ston,are extensively known. His ser- 
mons were truly evangelical, and his 
manner of delivery affectionate, His 
prayers were devotional, his labors 
unwearied, his life exemplary, and 
his death tranquil. During his min- 
istry, which was of about 35 years 
continuance, few additions were made 
tothe church. At his settlement, it 
consisted of about 90 members; at 
his death of 17+ One male member 
only remained ; and he was so infiim 
as rarely to attend public worship. 
The state of that people, when the 
Dector died was truly lamentable. 
To use his own language, it sppeat- 
ed, that “God was about to write 
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Loammi upon them, the melancholy 
memorial of departed glory.” 

About one year after Dr. Thayer's 
death, which was che les. of March 
1812, the seed of Divine truth, which 
he had exhausted his strength to 
sow, which be had so often watered 
with his tears, and commended to the 
blessing of God by prayers, began 
to spring up. A number of youtn 
manifested an unusual seriousness, 
Public worship was more generally 
vended. The counteasnces of the 
eare’s were unusualiy solemn, their 
ttention riveted, and aumbers were 
drowned in (ears. A divine energy 
appeared to attend the instructions 
givenin the sanctuery, and in the 
family No irregularities were meni- 
fesied in anv of the religious meet 
ings. A profound solemnity uniforms 
ly pervaded them. It was the still 
small voice of Elijah’s God, which 
pierced with the arrows of conviction 
or consoled with the promises of the 
Gospel. In private conversation, those 
under serious impressions generally 
expressed a deep sense of the ceprav- 
itv,—the pollutions of their hears ;— 
a conviction of the awiul demern of 
sin, particulaly that opposition of 
heartto God, and his government, 
which they discovered in themselves. 
‘The convictions of sin were so pun- 
gent, as to be almost overwheiming. 
A view of their guilt rather than 
their danger, rendered those who 
were under conviction comiortless by 
day, and simost sleepless by night. 

Manv among those, who became 
hopefully pious, stated, ‘hat their at- 
tention had been gradually exciied to 
seiw the importance of eternal truths 
from their studying the Scripiures in 
asocialmanner. Where hopes were 
obtained, distress of mind was suc. 
eeeded by a tranquil fiame, which 
someimes excited fears, lest they 
were returning to a state of stupidity. 
This composure was usually attended 
with adegcee of hope in the meri's cf 
Christ, snd an expressed delight in 
the charecier, government, word, 
worship and ordinances of God, with 
earnest desires to be wholly devo:ed 
to his service. When inquiring of 
one, whose distress had subsided, 
what was (he siate of her mind, ske 


answered to thiseffect. *‘I cannot 
better describe my feelings, than by 
using the languege ef Jacob: Truly 
God is in this piace, and I énew it not. 
My mind has been expioring distant 
regions (to discern the being and per- 
fectiuns of God; but this morning I 
seem iohehold bim in every thing. 
His perfeciions are conspicuvcus in aii 
his woikss They are pre-eminentiy 
displayed in the glorious work o/! 
redemption Wheat appears most 
lovely in the character and govern: 
ment of Jehovah, is that noLiness 
which shines with such lusire in 
them. I seem to have lost that op- 
position of heart to God which I once 
possessed ” 

The awsekening continued from 
March to August, 1813, Twenty 
four were added to the church, more 
then one third of whom were male 
members, Some, of these were per- 
sons who had previously entertained 
hopes. Some who then obtained 
hopes, have not yet professed relig- 
icn. The fruits of this awekening, 
as far as my observation and informa- 
tion extend, are a prayerful temper ct 
minc, and a humble, circumspect, 
and exemplary conduct. That the 
Lord would graciously visit sil our 
towns with a rain of righteousness ; — 
that He would biess all your exertions 
to disseminate religious knowledge, 
and advance the Redeemer’s cause, 
are the ardent desire of your «fiection- 
a.e friend and humble servant, 

Hervey Wi vavr. 


MORAL SOCIETIES. 


The formation of smail societies, 
in towns, parishes end districts, foc 
the suppression of vice and the pro- 
motion of good morals, is one of the 
happies: omen:, which are now to be 
discovered among us, 

A lever froma clergymen in Ver- 
mont tothe ednor of the Panoplist 
states, th«t a society had been formed 
in the town where he resides, for the 
suppress:on of profaneness, m!emper- 
ance, Sabb«th-bresking, snd other 
prominent immorainies. He adds, 
**M.rai Societies are forming gener- 
aliy, I beleve, through this state.”’ 
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